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Pastor’s Piece 

August 2023 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 We spend at least five months waiting for the warm days of summer 

so that we can relax, slow down, catch-up, and bask in the sunshine. And 

here we are in August! I hope you were able to take some time for summer 

fun and rest. Our mental and physical health depends on it.  

 Our spiritual health needs the same. In Matthew 11:28-30, Jesus invit-

ed people who were “weary and heavily burdened to come to him and he 

would give them rest.” My hope is that you also allowed yourselves the 

space to care for your relationship with God through Christ. It only takes a 

few moments in your busy days to make the connection with the grace that 

Jesus assures us will make our burdens lighter and leads to healthier out-

comes. 

 As schedules change once again, from vacations, picnics, parades and 

the other things of summer, to school, Sunday school and worship, I look 

forward to sharing time each Sunday morning with you! Sunday School is 

set to begin on September 10. Please mark that date on your calendars and 

watch for exciting news about our Rally Day event.  

 Here’s to enjoying the remainder of our summer and building excite-

ment for what God has in store for us this fall! 

 

Shalom, Pastor Meg 

 

 

Open Minds, Open Doors, Open Hearts 

http://www.ereumc.org/?fbclid=IwAR1u5WAzNph_AbijX26pnwPvFf-MX8pcoPN-Yb64YwHRZP4adJRpMyn-okM
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Hope and Joy! 

Entering into the second week in my new role, my prayers were centered around these two words: hope and 

joy. “O God, we are your people committed to following Jesus through and with the United Methodist Church here 

in North West Wisconsin. Increase hope and joy in us. Let them extend beyond us and flourish in our communi-

ties through our ministry.” 

Greetings to you, my beloved and respected leaders of the United Methodist churches in the North West District of 

the Wisconsin Conference. I didn’t want it to take long to send my greetings to the churches after my first letter to 

the clergy of our district. You are important. You are appreciated. Thank you for your dedication as leaders of The 

United Methodist Church. Thank you for embodying God’s message of hope and joy.  

I am here as your servant leader and fellow follower of Jesus Christ. You have refused to give up on our faith com-

munities despite the challenges of declining numbers. I join you in holding steadfast to the promise given by God: 

“a future with hope. (Jeremiah 29:11)”  

“Hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has 

been given to us. (Romans 5:5)”  

Yes! We have a reason to be hopeful, so we “rejoice in the Lord (Philippians 4:4)” and share “the reason for our 

hope with gentleness and respect (1 Peter 3:15)” in our communities and beyond. We are God’s people who 

“rejoice with those who rejoice and mourn with those who mourn, living in harmony with one another. (Romans 

12:15-16a)” 

I am grateful for the opportunity to begin my one-on-one meetings with the clergy. Each encounter reveals the 

unique and diverse stories of God's calling and the remarkable work being done through the United Methodist 

Church. Of course, there are challenges that must be named within our stories. However, as Henri Nouwen wrote, 

“As long as we have stories to tell to each other there is hope. As long as we can remind each other of the lives of 

God’s people in whom the love of God becomes manifest, there is reason to move forward.”  

My commitment will remain unwavering to celebrate the stories that God continues to weave in us, among us, and 

through us. I am honored to be a mere instrument in God's hands, joyfully writing new faith stories without fear 

but with an abundance of hope and joy. 

Together, as encouraged with the words of Romans 12:12, let us rejoice in our confident hope, display patience 

amidst troubles, and persistently lift our prayers.  

May the joy of trusting in God and the hope that comes from it be yours on every Sunday with your church family 

and friends. May such overflowing joy and hope flourish in your life every day as you walk with God. 

Hope and joy! 

PyungAhn “Peace”  

North West District Superintendent 
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Ingathering Success at  
Annual Conference 2023  

Ingathering 2023 was a huge success and we are awed by your gen-
erosity. You are people with hearts for service and love of others. 
The truck was jammed packed with donations. As Ingathering 
2023 ended we barely had room for our drivers, Chuck and Karen’s 
luggage, and still be able to close the door!  

You brought in 1,456 Personal Dignity kits, far outdoing last year’s 
977. You also brought 246 Home Care kits, so many sewing ma-
chines, medical equipment, bikes, school kits, shampoo, laundry 
detergent, blankets & more weighing in at 15,720 lbs. In 2 days a 
total of $5,161.66 was donated.  
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August 2023 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1.  2.   3.  
 
 

 
 
 

 4.  
   

 5. 
 
 

 6. 
Communion  

Sunday 
9:00 AM  

Rock Elm In-Person 
Service 

10:30 AM  
Elmwood Live 
Stream and In-
Person Service 

 

 7. 
 
 
 
 

 8. 
 

9.  
 
 

 

 10. 
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 12. 
 

 13. 
9:00 AM  
Rock Elm  

In-Person Service 
10:30 AM  

Elmwood Live 
Stream and In-
Person Service 

 

14. 
 

 15..  16. 
 

 17. 
 

 18.  19. 
 

 20. 
9:00 AM  
Rock Elm  

In-Person Service 
10:30 AM  

Elmwood Live 
Stream and In-
Person Service 

 

 21. 

 

 22. 
 
 

 23. 
 

 

 24. 
 
 

 25.  26. 

 27. 
9:00 AM  

Rock Elm In-Person 
Service 

10:30 AM  
Elmwood Live 
Stream and In-
Person Service 

 

 28.  29.  30.  31.  
 

 

 
 

https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
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https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
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https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
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https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
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https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
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For:  Donations, Tithes and Offerings 
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OFFICE 

Meg Erickson, Pastor 

Katie Schneider, Secretary 

Email:  ereumc@gmail.com 

Website: ereumc.org 

Charge Office:  715-639-5831 

Office hours:  8:00 am-12:00 pm Wednesdays or Thursdays, please call first 

Website:  http://www.ereumc.org/ 

Youtube Channel:  Elmwood and Rock Elm United Methodist Church  

Follow us on Facebook:  Rock Elm & Elmwood UMC 

Want to be on our email list? Send request to ereumc@gmail.com 

Elmwood UMC Address: 

307 S Main Street, 

Elmwood, WI 

 

Rock Elm UMC located at: 

5591 170th Street 

Elmwood WI  

(about 6 miles west on HWY 

72) 

 

Rock Elm Mailing Address:  

PO Box 52  

Elmwood, Wi   54740 

 

Our worship style is a blend of   

traditional and new. We com-

bine older hymns with praise 

choruses. You can come as 

you are, people dress from 

semi-casual to casual. Blue 

jeans are very acceptable. If 

you come from a church back-

ground, been away for a long 

time, or maybe have never 

been to church, you will feel 

welcome here. 

Elmwood ~ Rock Elm 

United Methodist Churches 

 

P. O. Box 52 

Elmwood, WI 54740 

 

 

Phone: 715-639-5831 

ereumc@gmail.com 

Website: ereumc.org 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbmguoHetVQhRjDvksnAvuQ

