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Pastor’s Piece 
December 2023 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Well, here we are, the first day of winter! No matter how hard we try to be 
ready, it seems every year December arrives and we wonder HOW? Wasn’t it 
just the beginning of September? Shouldn’t we have at least 3 months to pre-
pare for Christmas?? 

My prayer for each of us is that over the 23 days we have until we celebrate 
the birth of the Christ child, we will take time to focus on what this gift of 
God truly means for our lives. This should be a time of reflection, a time of 
anticipation and most importantly preparation. Beyond the gift buying, card 
sending and cookie baking, this is the season we are to make room in our 
lives for the light of Christ that comes to us through the love of God at 
Christmas. 

December 3rd is the first Sunday of Advent. It marks the start of our journey 
to Christmas. Each of the four Sundays of Advent we will light a candle, and 
share a prayer of preparation. But don’t stop there. Continue throughout the 
week by putting aside some time to read a scripture or Advent devotional. 
Look for the basket by the bulletins on Sunday. I will have some devotionals 
available for you at each church. 

I look forward to seeing you during Advent as we gather for Sunday worship. 
The Elmwood Sunday School Christmas Program will be during worship 
(10:30 am) on December 17th, and of course we will gather for refreshments 
afterward. This year, the 4th Sunday of Advent falls on Christmas Eve, so we 
will begin our 4:00 pm Christmas Eve service at the Elmwood church, by ac-
knowledging the final week of Advent and then transition to a celebration of 
the birth of Christ with the singing of carols. The service ends as we move 
from darkness to light sing-
ing Silent Night by candle 
light. Come, join us as we 
experience the wonder of 
God’s love and the power of 
the Holy Spirit this Christ-
mas season! 

Shalom,  

Pastor Meg 

Open Minds, Open Doors, Open Hearts 

http://www.ereumc.org/?fbclid=IwAR1u5WAzNph_AbijX26pnwPvFf-MX8pcoPN-Yb64YwHRZP4adJRpMyn-okM
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                            by Barbara Certa-Werner 

Come near to God, and he will come near to you. (James 4:8) 

This spring, I participated in various self-evaluations to better understand my family of origin, intercultural competence, 

and spiritual gifts. All these inventories and/or interviews indicated that I am task-oriented; this would not surprise those 

who know me. I genuinely value getting things done, moving on to the next project, and accomplishing the goal. 

The Wisconsin Conference clergy gathered for our Annual School of Ministry this fall. Our speaker invited us to various 

centering, focusing, and mindfulness exercises. At first, I resisted. My to-do list was a mile long; I felt pressure to meet 

my role’s demands and prove that I could do this. I did not want to focus on a picture, take some deep breaths, or talk 

about it all. I wanted to get back to work. 

 

I reluctantly participated as we moved into a breathing exercise connecting our breath to the Creator of all. And so we 

began, breathe in 2, 3, 4; hold 2, 3, 4; breathe out 2, 3, 4, breathe in 2, 3, 4; hold 2, 3, 4; breathe out 2, 3, 4 and breathe 

in 2, 3, 4; hold 2, 3, 4; breathe out 2, 3, 4. As I inhaled, held my breath, and exhaled, a deep rhythm began, and my mind 

wandered for a bit, and a beautiful thing happened – I slowed down. I was in the moment. My body relaxed, and I felt a 

letting go. As we moved out of this exercise, I noted how I felt mentally, spiritually, and physically. I felt more connected 

to God and the person God has created me to be. 

 

We will soon be entering a high-demand cultural and religious season of Christmas. There are high expectations of pre-

sents, cards, concerts, celebrations, parties, worship services, children’s church programs, school programs, and so 

much more. Whether you are task-oriented or not, the demand will throw you off – and a significant moment in your 

Christian walk – the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ may become just another thing to do. 

When you are feeling this way – take a moment or two,  ground yourself in the power of God, who breathes life into you, 

loves you, invites you into stillness: breathe in 2, 3, 4; hold 2, 3, 4; breathe out 2, 3, 4, breathe in 2, 3, 4; hold 2, 3, 4; 

breathe out 2, 3, 4 and breathe in 2, 3, 4; hold 2, 3, 4; breathe out 2, 3, 4.  

Amen. 
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December 2023 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

       
 
 

 1.  
   

 2. 
 
 

 3. 
9:00 AM  
Rock Elm  

In-Person Service 
10:30 AM  

Elmwood Live 
Stream and In-
Person Service 

11:30 AM 
Charge Potluck 

 4. 
 
 
 
 

 5, 
 

 6. 
 

6:00 PM-7:30 PM 
Youth Group/
Confirmation 

 
 
 

 7. 
 
 
 

 8. 
 

 9. 
 

 10. 
 

9:00 AM  
Rock Elm  

In-Person Service 
10:30 AM  

Elmwood Live 
Stream and In-
Person Service 

 

11. 
 

 12. 
 

7:00-8:00 PM 
Advent Book  

Study via Zoom 

 13. 
 

6:00 PM 
Elmwood UMC 
Administrative 

Counsel Meeting 

 14. 
 
 

 15.  16. 
 

 17. 
9:00 AM  
Rock Elm  

In-Person Service 
10:30 AM  

Elmwood Live 
Stream and In-
Person Service 

Elmwood Sunday 
School Christmas 

Program 

 18. 

 

 

 19. 
 
 

 20. 
6:00 PM 

Candles & Carols 
worship service at 

S.V. Senior Living & 
Health Care Cam-

pus (youth helping 
with the service. 

Families are invited 
to come) 

 21. 
 

 

 22.  23. 
 

 24. 
 

4:00 PM 
Christmas Eve  

Worship at 
Elmwood UMC 

 25.  26.
 
 

 27. 
 

 

 28.  
 

 

 29. 
 

 

 30. 
 

 31. 
 

9:00 AM  
Rock Elm  

In-Person Service 
10:30 AM  

Elmwood Live 
Stream and In-
Person Service 

      

https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
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For:  Donations, Tithes and Offerings 



 10 

 

 

  

 

OFFICE 

Meg Erickson, Pastor 

Katie Schneider, Secretary 

Email:  ereumc@gmail.com 

Website: ereumc.org 

Charge Office:  715-639-5831 

Office hours:  8:00 am-12:00 pm Wednesdays or Thursdays, please call first 

Website:  http://www.ereumc.org/ 

Youtube Channel:  Elmwood and Rock Elm United Methodist Church  

Follow us on Facebook:  Rock Elm & Elmwood UMC 

Want to be on our email list? Send request to ereumc@gmail.com 

Elmwood UMC Address: 

307 S Main Street, 

Elmwood, WI 

 

Rock Elm UMC located at: 

5591 170th Street 

Elmwood WI  

(about 6 miles west on HWY 

72) 

 

Rock Elm Mailing Address:  

PO Box 52  

Elmwood, Wi   54740 

 

Our worship style is a blend of   

traditional and new. We com-

bine older hymns with praise 

choruses. You can come as 

you are, people dress from 

semi-casual to casual. Blue 

jeans are very acceptable. If 

you come from a church back-

ground, been away for a long 

time, or maybe have never 

been to church, you will feel 

welcome here. 

Elmwood ~ Rock Elm 

United Methodist Churches 

 

P. O. Box 52 

Elmwood, WI 54740 

 

 

Phone: 715-639-5831 

ereumc@gmail.com 

Website: ereumc.org 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbmguoHetVQhRjDvksnAvuQ

