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Pastor’s Piece 
July 2023 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 By now some of you have had the chance to get away to favorite 

campsites, or cottages. Some of you are welcoming visitors – family and 

friends, and enjoying each other’s company. For others it’s a time for tack-

ling all those outdoor projects that you’ve been waiting for the weather to 

cooperate with. For many this is all added to the fact that you still have jobs 

that must take priority.  

 It’s a never ending cycle for sure. Activities always change with the 

seasons and so busy is busy. While things at church are much quieter, we 

still gather each Sunday to worship and praise our God and to strengthen 

our bond as a faith community. For that reason our Sunday morning coffees 

continue each week. It’s a good time to catch up with each other. I enjoy 

these times! 

With all that we try to cram into each day, I hope you are finding rest 

and relaxation as well during this summer season. I keep you all in thought 

and prayer that you feel God’s presence and the movement of the Spirit in 

your lives. The busyness of life can make it hard for us to discern God’s in-

tentions. Be sure to take the time to connect with God for a few minutes 

each day through prayer, meditation, reflection and worship. I look forward 

to hearing about your summer activities and seeing you on Sunday morn-

ings! 

Shalom, 

Pastor Meg   
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Does My Prayer Matter? A Testimony 

Rev. Kerri Parker, Executive Director 

 

YES. I can offer you clear evidence that does. I can say that with much more 

clarity  than anything I say in this ministry. Not only that, but I am writing to 

urge you to  include prayer for your ecumenical neighbors in your personal 

prayers and in the petitions (sometimes called joys and concerns) of your 

church.   

 

How do I know this? On the weekend of June 9-11, the Wisconsin Conference 

of the  United Church of Christ (UCC) gathered at Green Lake. The Wisconsin Annual Conference of the United Meth-

odist Church (UMC) gathered in Green Bay. I knew I’d be missing my own UCC meeting to gather with the UMC as 

they faced a significant time of distress in their common life. I asked our Conference Minister if the gathered UCC 
members could pray for the UMC as they began their work.   

 

Late Friday afternoon, the United Methodists took up the matter of disaffiliation. Forty-three churches had requested 

to leave the Conference, part of a significant movement that has been brewing for years across the national and 

global stage. That situation is an article in itself, although it may be enough to know, for today, that any church divi-
sion comes with no small amount of grief and sorrow.  

 

On Saturday, I sat with the UMC as their business continued. I listened and bore witness from the back of the plenary 

hall, and in the hallways, and at our display table. Holy conversations happen in many places. I was able to tell people 

that my purpose there was accompaniment; the reminder that they were not alone. Visiting wider church meetings is 
a kind of chaplaincy. When WCC staff join you, we are there in a spirit of love, on behalf of a wider community.  

 

Midafternoon, it was time for me to come to the podium. Before hundreds of United Methodists, I was able to share 

words of assurance. From my ecumenical visits, I could say with confidence that this part of the body was seen, 

known, and loved. It was not alone in its distress. All around the church, people were bearing witness to this time, 

and accompanying the UMC in prayer. Just as the Wisconsin Annual Conference of the UMC was in session to con-
sider disaffiliations, the Wisconsin Conference of the UCC was in plenary praying for them. This is the power of ecu-

menism, and ecumenical prayer. We are not alone.  

 

Hearing this brought the audience to tears. This is the simple grace-filled truth of being held by another when we are 

struggling, of not needing to ask for it, but having it offered freely. 

 

Remember your neighbors. Invite prayer for them. Ask what is going on in their ministry that can use a bit of prayer 

this week, and add it to your petitions or concerns. This is the church turned outward, connecting, remembering that 

we are all part of one body, being held in grace, and practicing a grace-filled response.   

 

Your prayer matters. I know this to be true. 

 
In the above photo, Rev. Kerri Parker presides over communion with Bishop Hee-Soo Jung at the Wisconsin Conference of the United Meth-

odist Church's ordination service on Sunday, June 11th.  Photo courtesy of Rev. Kris Androsky. 
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July 2023 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     
 
 

 
 
 

 
   

1. 
 
 

 2. 
Communion  

Sunday 
9:00 AM  

Rock Elm In-Person 
Service 

10:30 AM  
Elmwood Live 
Stream and In-
Person Service 

 

3. 
 
 
 
 

4. 
 

5. 
 
 

 

6. 
 
 
 

7. 
 

8. 
 

 9. 
9:00 AM  
Rock Elm  

In-Person Service 
10:30 AM  

Elmwood Live 
Stream and In-
Person Service 

11:30am-2:00pm 
Youth Group @ 
Elmwood UMC 

10. 
 

11. 12. 
9:00 AM 

Rock Elm Ad 
Counsel Meeting 

6:00 PM  
Elmwood 

UMW Meeting  
7:00 PM  
Elmwood 

Ad Counsel  
Meeting  

13. 
 

14. 15. 
 

16. 
9:00 AM  
Rock Elm  

In-Person Service 
10:30 AM  

Elmwood Live 
Stream and In-
Person Service 

11:30am-2:00pm 
Youth Group @ 
Elmwood UMC 

17. 

 

18. 
 
 

19. 
 

 

20. 
 
 

21. 22. 

23.  
9:00 AM  

Rock Elm In-Person 
Service 

10:30 AM  
Elmwood Live 
Stream and In-
Person Service 

 

24.  25. 26. 27. 
4:00-7:00 PM 

Rock Elm  
Ice Cream  

Social 

28.. 
 

UFO days 

29. 
2:00-4:00 PM 

UFO days  
Food  

Truck VBS  

30. 

10:00 AM 
UFO Days  

Outdoor Worship 
Service at Elmwood 
with the Lorn and 
Royce Band fol-

lowed by a pie and 
Ice Cream Social  

31.      

https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230037&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
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For:  Donations, Tithes and Offerings 
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OFFICE 

Meg Erickson, Pastor 

Katie Schneider, Secretary 

Email:  ereumc@gmail.com 

Website: ereumc.org 

Charge Office:  715-639-5831 

Office hours:  8:00 am-12:00 pm Wednesdays or Thursdays, please call first 

Website:  http://www.ereumc.org/ 

Youtube Channel:  Elmwood and Rock Elm United Methodist Church  

Follow us on Facebook:  Rock Elm & Elmwood UMC 

Want to be on our email list? Send request to ereumc@gmail.com 

Elmwood UMC Address: 

307 S Main Street, 

Elmwood, WI 

 

Rock Elm UMC located at: 

5591 170th Street 

Elmwood WI  

(about 6 miles west on HWY 

72) 

 

Rock Elm Mailing Address:  

PO Box 52  

Elmwood, Wi   54740 

 

Our worship style is a blend of   

traditional and new. We com-

bine older hymns with praise 

choruses. You can come as 

you are, people dress from 

semi-casual to casual. Blue 

jeans are very acceptable. If 

you come from a church back-

ground, been away for a long 

time, or maybe have never 

been to church, you will feel 

welcome here. 

Elmwood ~ Rock Elm 

United Methodist Churches 

 

P. O. Box 52 

Elmwood, WI 54740 

 

 

Phone: 715-639-5831 

ereumc@gmail.com 

Website: ereumc.org 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbmguoHetVQhRjDvksnAvuQ

