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Pastor’s Piece 

November 2023 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Once again, we have been blessed with an incredible fall, and as the seasons come 
and go, we are reminded once again of the majesty of our awesome God. One 
should never admit to boredom because in the order of God’s creation, life is in 
constant motion, and we are invited to join the journey! Our task is to find our 
place, our opportunity to serve in God’s kingdom. 

I know that so much of what we do as a faith community is centered around raising 
funds to support ministry. That always includes keeping the hub of our activity run-
ning - lights, water, heat, you get it. And I am so grateful for your support. But that 
is a means to an end, which is to be the image and likeness of our Christ in this 
community and beyond. 

Part of our journey is growing in our understanding of God’s love and how we live 
faithfully in that love. So here’s an opportunity! Join me via zoom, as we read and 
discuss Bishop Will Willimon’s book, “Heaven and Earth – Advent and the Incar-
nation”. I will have the books ($15.00) already. Just let me know you’re interested. 
We will meet via zoom on Thursday evenings, 7-8 pm. Our first gathering will be 
November 16, then November 30 and 2 weeks in December – 7 and 14. 

To give you a peak into this book, here’s the Introduction to the book: 

“Watch out. God is on the way.” “It’s not within our own power to make a fresh 
start. If we’re to have a future different from the past, it must come as a gift, some-
thing not of our devising. What we need is a God who refuses to be trapped in eter-
nity, a God who not only cares about us but is willing to show up among us and do 
something with us, here, now. In Heaven and Earth: Advent and the Incarnation, 
Will Willimon introduces you to the God who does just that, bringing heaven to 
earth and changing everything. In Advent we celebrate and anticipate the earth-
shaking, life-transforming good news that God is coming to us. Watch out. Get 
ready. God is on the way.” 

The only prerequisite is that you want to learn something new! No prior Bible 
knowledge needed! We are all learning together. Won’t you join me? 

Shalom, 

Pastor Meg 

Open Minds, Open Doors, Open Hearts 

http://www.ereumc.org/?fbclid=IwAR1u5WAzNph_AbijX26pnwPvFf-MX8pcoPN-Yb64YwHRZP4adJRpMyn-okM
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Remembering and Celebrating 

by Rev. Scott Carlson 
  
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin 
that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the pioneer 
and perfecter of faith . . . (Hebrews 12:1-2).” 
            All Saints Day will take place this week.  It is a time for us to look to examples like Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Jo-
seph, Moses, and the Saints of our lives who have walked this journey of life and be encouraged.  It is a time for us to 
give thanks to God for the lessons we can learn from those we have loved and cared about and learned from. 
            Because the bottom line is that life is often a challenge.  And because of the circumstances we can find our-
selves in we could be easily tempted to give up or not engage in what is before us.  But by looking at the examples of 
these saints, from the bible and from our lives we are encouraged to stay faithful, to trust God and fight the good fight 
of faith for our day. 
            This was really brought home for me as a young clergy person.  While I was serving on staff at Cargill United 
Methodist Church in Janesville, I became Ordained as an Elder in the church, and they had a celebration for me. 
            During my sermon on that celebration weekend, I was talking about the challenges of serving a church to-
day.  The kind of challenges that have come because the rest of the world no longer revolves around the church.  I 
talked longingly of a time when the church didn’t have to compete with the school over Wednesday night activities.  I 
talked longingly of when the worship on Sunday morning wasn’t in competition with club sports and play produc-
tions.   I talked longingly of when the blue laws closed everything else down on Sundays.  I talked longingly of when 
clergy were well respected in communities.  I ended with a challenge that basically said, “As much as I would like to 
go back and serve in that era, probably as much as many of our membership would like to go back to that era, God 
has called me and you to be in ministry now, with these challenges.” 
            It was a couple of days later I got a beautiful note from one of the retired clergy of our congregation.  Herb 
Ziebarth and his wife Meta had become good friends.  They were full of encouragement for me as a young pastor. 
            The note said something like, “Scott, thank you for your sermon.  It allowed me to think back on my career.  I 
served the church in communities where everything revolved around the church.  In every community I had the privi-
lege of serving, we were the only show in town on Sunday.  We didn’t compete with anything else.  We were loved 
and respected in the church and in the community.  We loved the places we lived and the people we served, and in 
turn were loved back.  
            “Hearing your sermon brought back so many good memories.  Thank you.  It was a privilege to be called to 
ministry in that time.  But you are called to ministry in this time, to face these challenges.  At the end of your journey, I 
pray that you will be as grateful and fulfilled as I am today.” 
            Herb’s note was so encouraging.  I have thought of it often, especially when I have faced challenges that have 
almost caused me to give up.  Herb, who died a number of years ago, has been one of those saints who encourages 
me and helps me to remember that I am called.  I am loved by God.  God still has work to do with me. 
            Who helps you to remember when you have a hard time trusting?  Who helps bring you back to faith when you 
are tempted to give up?  
            When challenges come our way, when we have a hard time trusting God for the road we are on, may we cele-
brate what the author of Hebrews reminds us, that we are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses.  May we look to 
these saints who encourage us to stay faithful, to carry on, to fight the good fight. 
 
Prayer 
            Loving God, thank you for giving us such great examples of those who have lived faithfully. May we learn from 
them and be encouraged to remain faithful.  May we find ways to encourage each other to walk the path of Jesus in 
our world.  Teach us to let your love and grace flow through us to touch this world. In the hope that Jesus offers us. 
Amen. 
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At Rock Elm UMC 
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November 2023 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

     1. 
 

9:00 AM 
Rock Elm Ad  

Council Meeting 
(Tentative time) 

 
6:00-8:00 PM 
Confirmation 

Class 

 2. 
 

12:00 PM 
Rock Elm Old  

Settlers Club at 
Rock Elm UMC 

 
 
 

 3.  
   

 4. 
 
 

 5. 
9:00 AM  
Rock Elm  

In-Person Service 
10:30 AM  

Elmwood Live 
Stream and In-
Person Service 

Window  
Dedication 
11:30 AM 

Charge Potluck 

 6. 
 
 
 
 

 7. 
 

 8. 
 

6:00 PM 
Elmwood Ad  

Council Meeting 
 
 
 

 9. 
 
 
 

 10. 
 

 11. 
 

 12. 
 

9:00 AM  
Rock Elm  

In-Person Service 
10:30 AM  

Elmwood Live 
Stream and In-
Person Service 

 

13. 
 

 14.  15. 
 

6:00-8:00 PM 
Confirmation 

Class 

 16. 
 

7:00-8:00 PM 
Advent Book  

Study via Zoom 

 17.  18. 
 

 19. 
 

9:00 AM  
Rock Elm  

In-Person Service 
10:30 AM  

Elmwood Live 
Stream and In-
Person Service 

 

 20. 

 

Teach In-Service 

Lunch served at 

school 

 21. 
 
 

 22. 
 

 23. 
 

Happy  
Thanksgiving! 

 
Give thanks for 

God’s many 
blessings! 

 24.  25. 
 

 26. 
 

9:00 AM  
Rock Elm  

In-Person Service 
10:30 AM  

Elmwood Live 
Stream and In-
Person Service 

 

 27.  28.
 

6:00 PM 
Charge  

Conference at 
Rock Elm UMC 

 29. 
 

6:00-8:00 PM 
Confirmation 

Class 

 30.  
 

7:00-8:00 PM 
Advent Book  

Study via Zoom 

  
 

 

  
 

https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=268230041&event_date=2%2F6%2F2022
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For:  Donations, Tithes and Offerings 
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OFFICE 

Meg Erickson, Pastor 

Katie Schneider, Secretary 

Email:  ereumc@gmail.com 

Website: ereumc.org 

Charge Office:  715-639-5831 

Office hours:  8:00 am-12:00 pm Wednesdays or Thursdays, please call first 

Website:  http://www.ereumc.org/ 

Youtube Channel:  Elmwood and Rock Elm United Methodist Church  

Follow us on Facebook:  Rock Elm & Elmwood UMC 

Want to be on our email list? Send request to ereumc@gmail.com 

Elmwood UMC Address: 

307 S Main Street, 

Elmwood, WI 

 

Rock Elm UMC located at: 

5591 170th Street 

Elmwood WI  

(about 6 miles west on HWY 

72) 

 

Rock Elm Mailing Address:  

PO Box 52  

Elmwood, Wi   54740 

 

Our worship style is a blend of   

traditional and new. We com-

bine older hymns with praise 

choruses. You can come as 

you are, people dress from 

semi-casual to casual. Blue 

jeans are very acceptable. If 

you come from a church back-

ground, been away for a long 

time, or maybe have never 

been to church, you will feel 

welcome here. 

Elmwood ~ Rock Elm 

United Methodist Churches 

 

P. O. Box 52 

Elmwood, WI 54740 

 

 

Phone: 715-639-5831 

ereumc@gmail.com 

Website: ereumc.org 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbmguoHetVQhRjDvksnAvuQ

