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Dear friends,
It definitely feels more like fall. As I write this fall colors are in full force, the temps
have been dropping, pumpkins are for sale and I keep looking at the leaves and pine needles I will be raking up. One of the things that I think is fun about living in Wisconsin are
the changing seasons. I enjoy summer, fall, spring, and even winter (for a while). I know
there is a temptation to be looking forward to the next season without enjoying the one we
are in. Each season can bring new tasks that have to be completed (i.e. raking leaves) and
we look forward to when that is done. Lately, I have been looking to enjoy each season a
little more than before.
We are now in a strange season in life and society with the pandemic, political
polarization, social justice issues. How we approach life with the turmoil that all this brings
can make a difference in the peace of our soul. I know that for the first few months of the
pandemic I was looking forward to the next season when the pandemic would be over. Now
it seems that it will take longer than anyone had hoped.
However, now we have new ways in which to worship that we didn’t have before.
And when we do gather in-person our services are not like they were before the pandemic
but are new ways in which to enjoy the presence of the Holy Spirit. We may do more
contemplation and less socializing but maybe that is a good thing for a season. A way for us
to draw closer to the Spirit – a more active way of worship in our own spirits than before. In
any case, as followers of Jesus we persevere and continue to be the church of Jesus Christ.
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This is a season. I do look forward to a time when the pandemic is over but in the
meantime I will be appreciating the blessings God has given us and give thanks.
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Just to let you know our charge conference this year will be via Zoom on November
5 at 8:00pm. If there is enough interest we can arrange a Zoom station at the Elmwood
church as well.
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Know that I am praying for all of you and that you are constantly in my heart.

Peace and blessings,
Pastor Mike
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OF INTEREST
 Sunday school for
elementary children
during worship service
 United Methodist Women
 Contemporary and
traditional music
 Open minds, open doors,
open hearts
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Our Mission
Statement
Connecting - Inviting
new people, welcoming
them into the life of the
church with active
hospitality.
Growing –Providing
opportunities to
experience meaningful
worship and to grow in
one’s faith.
Serving - Risk-taking
mission and service in
the community.

Who is wise
and understanding
among you?
Let them
show it by
their good
life, by deeds
done in the
humility that
comes from
wisdom.
James 3:13 NIV

THANK YOU MUCH!!!
Thank you to everyone who has been supporting me in my
Course of Study journey. I have appreciated your prayers,
concern, encouragement, and gifts of congratulations for
completing my studies.
I thank my God in all my remembrance of you.
Philippians 1:3
Pastor Lisa

GIVING
“Tis the Gift to Be Simple”
‘Tis the gift to be simple, ’tis the gift to be free; ’tis the gift to come down where you

ought to be (Simple Gifts/Shaker Hymn, Joseph Brackett)

During the Covid-19 pandemic, most of us are living under conditions of enforced
simplicity. There are fewer luxuries and entertainments to spend money on and for most
of us, less traveling, shopping, and visiting. Although, some people find the forced confinement to be stressful itself, most people are, all in all, under less of the kinds of stress
they usually experience.
John Wesley, in his sermon, “The Use of Money (#50),” insists that simplicity is essential
for the Godly use of money. If we earn all we can honestly, then we are to save all we
can, meaning retain all we can, by not using it wastefully. Rather than spending on luxury
foods and personal ornaments (home, fashion, etc.), says Wesley, we should “be content
with what plain nature requires.” Nor, should we lead our children into an extravagant
lifestyle. Why, then are we saving? In order to serve God through
1) supplying your own simple needs,
2) and the needs of your family and household, and then
3) giving your surplus to the “household of faith” and to other people for their simple
needs. We are not the proprietors of creation, but rather the stewards of it.
So, when we are planning an expenditure, Wesley advises us to ask,
1) am I acting as a proprietor or a steward?
2) am I following Scripture?
3) can I offer this as a sacrifice to God, through Jesus Christ? and
4) will this action be judged as righteous?
There are plenty of churches and people in need during the pandemic. This is a good time
to get even better at God’s simplicity. As Wesley says in ending his sermon, “Give all ye
have, as well as all ye are, a spiritual sacrifice to Him who withheld not from you his Son,
his only Son.”
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
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Birthdays and Anniversaries: October
Birthdays-Rock Elm

Birthdays-Elmwood

5 Steve Thompson

1

17 Peggy Koehler

2 Ken Claflin

19 Gary Lukes

8 Tovah Carson

24 Magnus Johnson

9

30 Fred Koehler

11 Ashley Weaver, Nolan DeMarc

Alysha Hoyt

Mike Weaver

14 Tom Harris

Anniversaries-Rock Elm

15 Lila Welch, Landon Claflin

11 Fred & Peggy Koehler

17 Araya Carson
19 Kyle Claflin

Anniversaries-Elmwood

21 Hudson Moe

9 David & Julie Krings

22 Bill Stewart

14 Kyle & Elizabeth Claflin

23 Shane Meyers

23 Shane & Sandy Meyers

25 Dennis Hughes
30 Thaddeus Feiler

Daily Scripture Readings
Oct. 1 2 Corinthians 5:1621

Oct. 9 Mark 4:35-41

Oct. 17 Psalm 1:1-3

Oct. 25 Psalm 46:1-7

Oct. 2 Romans 8:5-14

Oct. 10 Isaiah 61:1-7

Oct. 18 Philippians 4:4-9

Oct. 26 John 8:34-38

Oct. 3 1 Samuel 16:1-13

Oct. 11 Luke 12:22-28

Oct. 19 Matthew 5:3-16

Oct. 27 Joshua 4:1-7

Oct. 4 Ephesians 4:3-6

Oct. 12 Matthew 11:1-11

Oct. 20 Hebrews 12:1-3

Oct. 28 Mark 14:32-36

Oct. 5 Psalm 147:1-7

Oct. 13 Habakkuk 1:1-5

Oct. 21 Luke 18:1-7

Oct. 29 1 Peter 5:6-11

Oct. 6 Isaiah 58:7-11

Oct. 14 Matthew 13:18-23

Oct. 22 Psalm 41:1-3

Oct. 30 Matthew 20:20-28

Oct. 7 James 1:1-12

Oct. 15 Luke 10:25-37

Oct. 23 Psalm 27:1-5

Oct. 31 Psalm 30:4-12

Oct. 8 Hebrews 4:12-16

Oct. 16 Hebrews 11:1-29

Oct. 24 1 Corinthians 15:5058
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Elmwood UMC located at:
307 S Main Street,
Elmwood WI

Rock Elm UMC located at:

OFFICE
Michael Weaver, Pastor
Jeanne Friedell, Secretary

170th Street

ereumc@gmail.com

Elmwood WI

Website: ereumc.org

(about 6 miles west on 72)

715-639-5831

Mailing Address: PO Box 52,
Elmwood, Wi 54740

Office hours are 9-1 on Wednesdays.

Our worship style is a blend of
traditional and new. We combine
older hymns with praise choruses.
You can come as you are, people
dress from semi-casual to casual.
Blue jeans are very acceptable. If
you come from a church background, been away for a long time,
or maybe have never been to
church, you will feel welcome
here.

Follow us on Facebook Rock Elm & Elmwood UMC

Elmwood ~ Rock Elm United
Methodist Churches

Want to be on our email list? Send request to elmumcrock@gmail.com

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

P. O. Box 52
Elmwood, WI 54740
Phone: 715-639-5831
ereumc@gmail.com
Website: ereumc.org
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