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The Good News
Dear friends,
I can’t believe summer is almost over. School will be starting soon,
the harvest will begin, and the days are already getting noticeably shorter. I
have noticed some of the leaves turning already. It seems like a long time
ago when things were “normal.” But in the meantime, we have seen new
opportunities arise as well as challenges. (Challenges often spawn new
opportunities.)
We have been reaching more people via our virtual church. I would
never have dreamed that we would be online with services before the pandemic happened. We are also gathering outdoors at Rock Elm for drive-in
church where people sit in their cars comfortably (with their coffee and
snacks) and hear the service over their radios. Before this, I didn’t even
know such technology existed much less think to use it. We have learned
how to gather in-doors safely and worship together in church. We are now
considering an outdoor service at Elmwood for confirmation. All of these
things would not have been in our imagination before. We have had
challenges and have turned them into opportunities.
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In September, we are tentatively planning an outdoor confirmation
service at Elmwood on the 20th. Weather is always a consideration so we
will plan a rain day the following Sunday. Having an outdoor service will
allow us to accommodate more people safely. We will set up family circles
on the lawn to help facilitate this. The Sunday school teachers are planning
how Sunday school might work this fall. More info on this later. A baptism is
also being planned for next month.
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We are the church and we will continue to be as long as God is with
us. I have felt God’s presence throughout the whole pandemic time here in
our community. I pray that God will continue to bless us as we use the resources God gave us, i.e. our mental faculties, our imagination, our financial
resources, and our genuine desire to serve God and the people God has
entrusted to our care. I ask you to continue to be a part of our ongoing
mission as we move through these strange times.
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Grace and peace in Christ,
Pastor Mike
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Reflection By Bishop Jung

For the Lord will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places,
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the Lord;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song. (Isaiah 51:3)
Have you ever wondered why it took the children of God forty years to travel from Egypt to the
Promised Land? The distance is not that great, but anytime a significant change occurs, there are a
multitude of challenges. Traveling through unfamiliar territory, dealing with weather, shepherding a
large number of people and providing food, shelter, protection, for the well-being of all. There is a saying, “three steps forward, two steps back,” that applies to moving a large population from one place to
another. People are sometimes contrary and difficult, and when they are uncomfortable, they can be
even worse. Sometimes we act like little children, getting tired and cranky, flopping down where we find
ourselves, refusing to take another step. Then, after a time, we get up and get going again.
Today, we are traveling together through an unfamiliar wilderness caused by the global pandemic. At
this point we feel lost, tired, frustrated, surly, lonely, anxious, and a host of other unpleasant emotions
and expressions. This is what it means to be human; we like life to make sense, to work out, and to
provide us with comfort and security. We are not so welcoming of stress, challenge, threat, or danger.
Our faith is being challenged. This is truly a testing time. This is a wonderful time to listen to the Psalmists and the Prophets. Yes, we are journeying through hard times, just as our Hebrew and Christian
forebears journeyed through their own. But, just as the wanderers of old held fast to the promises and
visions of God’s grace, so we hold tightly to them today. We may get stuck from time to time, focusing
on the negative and losing hope, but very soon we will emerge from this wilderness time to give thanks
and sing out, for our God is good.
Prayer: Giving God, help us not lose sight of our blessings. We have much to be grateful for, even
when we are in the midst of turmoil and distress. We grow distracted by all that threatens our peace
and security, but you are our rock, our firm foundation. Let us rest upon your strength and
protection, Lord. Amen.
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Our Mission
Statement
Connecting - Inviting
new people, welcoming
them into the life of the
church with active
hospitality.
Growing –Providing
opportunities to
experience meaningful
worship and to grow in
one’s faith.

Harvest Dinner
Wednesday, October 28th
4:00-7:30
Take-Out Only

(No Dining In)

Serving - Risk-taking
mission and service in
the community.

GIVING

Whoever
has the
Son has
life;
whoever
does not
have the
Son of
God does
not have
life.
1 John 5:12 NIV

Resilience in a Clay Jar
But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary
power belongs to God and does not come from us. We are afflicted in every way, but not
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down,
but not destroyed;
(2 Corinthians 4:7-9)

There is much being written about the need for resilience in our home lives,
in our churches, in our communities and in our institutions. Resilience is the
ability to recover quickly from difficulties; think of the tree that bends but
does not break. Clearly, the Apostle Paul had resilience in mind when
writing to the Corinthians.
There are three things that I believe a resilient church needs:
1.Devotion to a vision of ministry and mission
2.Knowledge of the spiritual gifts of members and friends of the congregation (the “treasure in clay jars”)
3.Nurturing of gifts through spiritual disciplines of prayer, presence, gifts,
service and witness.
In these pandemic times, we will need to discover and nurture resilience because, first, our affliction will not be ending any time soon. Until there is an
effective vaccine that has been broadly implemented (2 or 3 or more years
in the future), church attendance will be dangerous to members over 60 or
those with chronic illnesses. Our churches must be resilient, second, because we are not going back to where we were. A mix of online and inperson worship, participation and giving will be the new normal going forward. Finally, we must be resilient because the newcomers we need to survive will judge us according to how we adhered to Christian values during
the pandemic.
In all ways acknowledge God, and God will make straight your paths.
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
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Staying Connected
There are now three ways to participate in worship services!
We are continuing on-line Sunday worship services through Virtual Church, which is a collection of video recordings of worship services conducted by Pastor Mike. You can access
them from your computer, tablet, or smartphone. Each week we send out an email with the
link to the latest video. You can also access them through our Facebook page or our website.
You can access the channel by using the following link as well. Elmwood Rock Elm Virtual
Church
Parking Lot Church Services began at Rock Elm on Sunday, July 26th. Worshippers remain
in their cars, watch the service through their windshields, and listen to the service on their
car radio. Services are at 9:00 am. Tune your radio to 93.5 FM.
In-person service is also available at Elmwood, following CDC guidelines for social distancing. Services are at 10:30 am.

Dear God’s Holy people,
Faithful brothers and sisters,
Fellow workers and soldiers in Christ,
I greet you all in the name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ,
Grace and Peace be unto you!

Firstly, I would like to thank all of you who registered and joined our #stillinmission episode in June. It was great
to know more about each other and talk about our work. I will not be able to travel to the United States for itineration because of Covid-19 but I would really love to visit you online. I am available to meet with churches or church
groups.
Talking of Covid-19, confirmed cases are now rapidly increasing in Zambia. We now have more than 10,000 confirmed cases and almost 300 deaths. Unfortunately, we now have cases in our district – Mwinilunga, many health
service personnel at the only mini-hospital in the district tested positive. We continue to pray for us and you too. I
am also very thankful for your continued support in this difficult time. We celebrate with all of you in areas that
have almost overcome the pandemic and life is returning to normal.
At the farm we are trying to keep things going while observing the recommended precautions. The day care center
is closed and we try to avoid meetings with groups of people at all costs. Most people are fearful, given that the
pandemic devastated developed countries with thousands of ICU beds whereas it is estimated that there are only
just over a hundred beds in Zambia with a population of over 17 million. In these difficult times we hold on to Philippians 4:6-7 that says “6 Don’t be anxious about anything; rather, bring up all of your requests to God in your
prayers and petitions, along with giving thanks. 7 Then the peace of God that exceeds all understanding will
keep your hearts and minds safe in Christ Jesus..”
On behalf of Mujila Falls Agriculture Center, its staff and beneficiaries, I would like to express my deepest gratitude and appreciation to God, and to you our supporter who answers the call to sow into Mujila. Your support enables us to reach out to the poor, the orphans, widows and despised immigrants. God Bless you!
Peace and Blessings, Temba Nkomozepi
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Birthdays and Anniversaries: September
Birthdays-Rock Elm

Birthdays-Elmwood

4 Joyce Kendall, Sue Thompson

2

Gladys Thompson

12 Sarah Bechel

4

Darren Pieper

16 Ryker Miller

13 Mollie Moe

24 Ralph Ginsbach, Ashlee Kendall

14 Mike Holcomb

29 Brandi Thompson

17 Glenn Hammond

Anniversaries-Rock Elm

18 Quentin Donato
20 Roger Claflin

6 Dan & Dee Roesler

10 Lance & Brittany Peterson
13 Dan & Sonja Flory

27 Craig Flanders
29 Katie Schneider

Anniversaries-Elmwood

15 David & Joan Beying

1

Darren & Sandra Pieper

6

Dan & Sue Pelzel

13 Roger & Ilene Claflin
18 Tim & Lacey Asher,
Adam & Tovah Carson
21 Bob & MaryAnn Halvorson

Daily Scripture Readings

22 Jess & Michelle Moe
25 Josh & Natalie Ginsbach

Sept. 1 2 Corinthians
12:1-10

Sept. 9 Mark 3:13-19

Sept. 17 1 Samuel 3:1-10

Sept. 25 Isaiah 40:28-31

Sept. 2 Luke 6:27-36

Sept. 10 Psalm 104:10-28

Sept. 18 Psalm 28:6-9

Sept. 26 Mark 7:31-37

Sept. 3 Psalm 91:1-13

Sept. 11 John 13:1-15

Sept. 19 Genesis 1:1-25

Sept. 27 1 Corinthians
12:12-31

Sept. 4 Matthew 25:31-40

Sept. 12 Psalm 4:1-8

Sept. 20 Matthew 8:23-27

Sept. 28 1 John 5:1-5

Sept. 5 Genesis 39:20-23

Sept. 13 Deuteronomy 6:1-9

Sept. 21 Exodus 4:10-12

Sept. 29 Luke 5:12-16

Sept. 6 Joshua 1:1-9

Sept. 14 John 14:12-14

Sept. 22 Matthew 17:14-20

Sept. 30 Matthew 4:18-22

Sept. 7 John 13:12-17

Sept. 15 Psalm 139:1-10

Sept. 23 John 4:7-15

Sept. 8 Proverbs 4:10-18

Sept. 16 2 Corinthians 4:7-18

Sept. 24 Acts 2:17-21
5

6

Elmwood UMC located at:
307 S Main Street,
Elmwood WI

Rock Elm UMC located at:

OFFICE
Michael Weaver, Pastor
Jeanne Friedell, Secretary

170th Street

ereumc@gmail.com

Elmwood WI

Website: ereumc.org

(about 6 miles west on 72)

715-639-5831

Mailing Address: PO Box 52,
Elmwood, Wi 54740

Office hours are 9-1 on Wednesdays.

Our worship style is a blend of
traditional and new. We combine
older hymns with praise choruses.
You can come as you are, people
dress from semi-casual to casual.
Blue jeans are very acceptable. If
you come from a church background, been away for a long time,
or maybe have never been to
church, you will feel welcome
here.

Follow us on Facebook Rock Elm & Elmwood UMC

Elmwood ~ Rock Elm United
Methodist Churches

Want to be on our email list? Send request to elmumcrock@gmail.com

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

P. O. Box 52
Elmwood, WI 54740
Phone: 715-639-5831
ereumc@gmail.com
Website: ereumc.org
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